FEBRUARY IS NATIONAL

TEEN DATING VIOLENCE

AWARENESS MONTH

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, home should be a place of warmth, unconditional love, tranquility & security. For most of us, home and
family can indeed be counted among our greatest blessings. Tragically, for many community members, these blessings are
tarnished by violence and fear; and

WHEREAS, everyone has the right to a safe and healthy relationship and to be free from violence; and

WHEREAS, 50% of young people who experience rape or physical or sexual abuse will attempt to commit suicide.
Only 1/3 of the teens who were involved in an abusive relationship confided in someone about the violence; and

WHEREAS, nearly half (43%) of U.S. college women report experiencing violent or abusive dating behaviors; and

WHEREAS, according to 2021 data from the CDC’s Youth Risk Behavior Survey, about 1 in 12 teens experience
physical dating violence and about the same number face sexual dating violence; and

WHEREAS, only a coordinated community effort will bring an end to this epidemic of crime and violence and we, as a
community, must address the problem of teen dating violence awareness in our homes, neighborhoods, and schools every day of
the year; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month will benefit young people,
their families, schools and communities regardless of socioeconomic status, gender, sexual orientation or ethnicity; and

WHEREAS, nationwide, youth age 12 to 19 experience the highest rates of rape and sexual assault. Studies show that
approximately 10% of adolescents report being the victim of physical violence at the hands of an intimate partner during the
previous year; and

WHEREAS, prevention remains the best defense for teens and their families; and

WHEREAS, a coalition of organizations has emerged to directly confront this crisis. Law enforcement officials, victim
service programs, health care providers, the faith community, education institutions and other concerned citizens are helping in the
effort to end teen dating violence. We must recognize the compassion & dedication of these volunteers & professionals applaud
their efforts and increase public understanding of this important social problem; and

NOW THEREFORE, we, the Grundy County board of supervisors, do hereby proclaim the month of February 2026
TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH and urge all citizens of Grundy County to observe this month by
becoming aware of the tragedy of teen dating violence, supporting those who are working toward its end and participating in
community efforts.

Dated this 1st day of February 2026.
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Grundy County Board of Supervisors



